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By Kang Se-hoon 
Reporter of  The Argus

Less than 200 Spanish encountered
80,000 Inca soldiers on
November 16, 1532 at the

Peruvian highland town of Cajamarca.
The outnumbered Inca soldiers were in
their populated homeland, which gave
them some advantages. In contrast, 168
Spanish soldiers, in fact they were in
ragtag group, were in unfamiliar terrain,
ignoring the local inhabitants, and
completely out of touch with the nearest
Spaniards. In spite of those disadvantages,
Spanish soldiers won the battle and Inca
Emperor Atahuallpa surrendered. 

Encounter between two
civilizations
By weaving together excerpts from

eyewitness accounts by six companions of
Francisco Pizarro, the commander of
Spanish soldiers, less than 200 Spanish
defeated thousands of Indians in a head-on
attack. They could beat the Indians easily
when natives were confused by noises
made from guns and horses. Atahuallpa
answered 7,000 were killed when asked
how many soldiers died in the battle after
being captured by the Spanish. At last
Atahuallpa was executed by Spanish.

After the battle, white people began
governing, colonizing, and slaying the
Indians. How could Pizarro gain a victory
without losing even one fallen soldier? But
why couldn’t the Indian slay, colonize and
govern whites? “Guns, Germs, and Steel”

suggests answers to these questions. Jared
Diamond, the author of “Guns, Germs,
and Steel,” thought several factors, guns,
or advanced arms, germs, and steel, which
form almost all kinds of vehicles and
machines cause inequality between whites
and Indigenous peoples or any other
groups. 

A question about unbalanced
development

As Jared Diamond was studying about
bird as a biologist in New Guinea, he was
stimulated by a question that had been
posed by Yali, a native New Guinean.
During conversation, Yali asked him why
blacks couldn’t develop themselves
compared with whites. Diamond realized
that natives have biased opinion as well as
whites do. The opinion is that genetic
difference produces unbalanced
development of civilizations. That’s why
he tried to discover what makes human
races different. While they had
conversations about whites and natives,
Yali quizzed him “Howcome you white
people developed so much cargo and
brought it to New Guinea, but we black
people had little cargo of our own?”

The question itself seems simple
enough but it is a hard question to answer.
Jared Diamond doesn’t agree with the
opinion that genetic differences between
peoples make them different. The book
searches the reasons why inequality was
born between civilizations through
geographical and historical differences. It
suggests reasons why Europe and Asia
could develop more compared with other
continents from B.C 11000. 

The main reason of inequality
The author thought agricultural

development was a cause which led to
increased production amounts of crops
and domesticated animals. His researches
show Europe and Asia cultivated a
number of good crops and raised useful
livestock. But other continents shad fewer
of these types of plants and animals.
Development of agriculture also increased
population and created various kinds of
jobs. Livestock offered advantages on
warfare against other competing
civilizations. Despite many germs having
originated from livestock threatening
people, they made livestock immune to
lots of diseases.

The nations of Eurasian continent got a
lot of chances to interchange one another.
That’s why it was more developed than
any other continents. Actually Europe and
Asia got many relationships from 2,000
years ago. In America, there were few
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relationships between other countries. The
book views that Eurasia’s west-east axis
allows countries to access easily each other.
West-east axis means similar climate, that’s
why people have had lots of comings and
goings. Other continents lie in north-south
axis, so that obstructs relation between them.

Opinion of professor
Lee Hyun-bok, a linguistics professor of

Seoul National University, who
recommended the book when it was
translated to Korean, said the book quotes a
lot of linguistic researches which support the
book’s claims. He added that Diamond
considered the Korean language, especially
Hangeul, priceless. Lee agreed with
Diamond’s opinion in that Hangeul was
made by imitating the shape of organs of
speech including mouth, teeth, tongue, and
vocal cords. He said the book clarified
reasons why human races developed
unequally through handing many studies,
geography, ecology, genetics, cultural
anthropology, pathology, and linguistics. 

Studying inequalities of human history,
many researches focused on the difference of
themselves prior to this book being
published. However, this book picks up the
reasons from geographical facts. 

Prof. Lee said, “The heredity studies on
human races recently show that origin of
mankind is from Africa, like the book
mentioned. As a result of this we can get a
message that the trial to find fundamental
heretical reasons for mankind’s differences in
development would be useless.” The author
implies to broaden our viewpoint to various
studies like history, anthropology, linguistics
and so on.

In this book, geographical difference is
another factor of inequality. That aspect can
be viewed as environmental determinism to
the readers. Environmental determinism has
been criticized because it regards people as
passive beings. A number of people said that
his work was written in environmental

determinism. Diamond
criticized they had local
outlook. Prof. Lee said,
however, “Generally almost all
humans adapt to their
surrounding environments.
Though Jared Diamond
criticized the people who
estimated his working and
denied their thought, his

writing is close to environmental
determinism.” 

The writer researches mankind inequality
based on mainly history and geography. It
might seem partial. Lee answered, “It
couldn’t be denied. Researchers tend to make
use of their specialty in their work, but the
author tries to persuade readers by using
other views properly. It is very helpful to use
many related field’s views. So, academic
inquiry has been viewed at one lens  in
special study, which is important too catch
the core of researdh, even if various views
are needed.” 

Requested comparison with “Discourse on
the origin and basis of inequality among
men,” the work of Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
Lee said “Social inequality on Rousseau’s
work or geological facts on “Guns, Germs,
and Steel,” those can’t be denied as causes of
inequality. He stressed, “We must not just
recognize unequal facts but try to make
unequal facts equal.”

ppprin@hufs.ac.kr

The trial to find fundamental
heretical reasons for mankind’s
differences in development
would be useless.

Lee Hyun-bok, a linguistics professor
of Seoul National University

The movie “Apocalypto” illustrates that the Inca empire would
have been demolished for their own troubles even if whites
didn’t invade the natives.

  stem from races              

geographical factors
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By  Yun Ji-hun
Editor of  The Argus

Asixth seminar with the theme
“polarization and social welfare,”
took place on August 17 and was

leaded by professors Nam Ki-cheol and Ji Eun-
gu of social welfare at Dongduk Women’s  and
Keimyung universities respectively. 

Digest 

The seminar began with Professor Nam’s
opening speech “polarization and
reorganization of social service system.” In the
beginning of his speech, the professor mentioned that the definition of
the term “social service” is a little vague. It is necessary to establish
the accurate definition. He also said that the former condition of
Korean social service was poor, but the recent condition is being more
progressed than before as the government attempts to improve
quantity and quality of social service. For example, a task force team
for reforming social service has been formed in the Ministry of
Planning and Budget. Also the Ministry of Health and Welfare
announced several strategies: an extension of social investment
service, a formation of the social service market, and an advance of
quality of social service.

Recently, the government is newly providing a few social welfare
services.  First, a service of caring a child and a senior citizen is
constantly increasing. Especially, Roh administration has been paying
much more attention to childcare from the point when the cost of
childcare started to reach one trillion won. Second, adoption of a
voucher is gradually extending to some welfare services. The voucher
is an official bond that the government provides for particular
beneficiaries in a bid to financially support their welfare service use. In
the year of 2007, the government is performing four voucher welfare
service programs including childcare and seniorcare. Third, since
2005, the local governments have had more authority over the budget
for the social welfare program, which is part of the central
government’s effort to back up the administrative function of social
service in the local government level. This decentralization also aims
to connect private social services to the public and structure the social
welfare service program in the local base.

Focus

Regarding the government’s welfare policy, there are a few
noticeable characteristics. One of them is that the voucher system is
approved and budget use plan is changed. These new steps

demonstrate that the government furnishes
service users with some finance for using
service and allows market activities to become
involved in the social welfare service program.
Then, the government is expecting that the
adoption of the voucher will guarantee
beneficiaries’ options if the voucher’s
competitive principle is reasonably realized.
However, “It is doubtful whether the voucher
will successfully take effect or not,” Professor
Nam said. “The voucher system might polarize
the service users because it depends on the
market price and the consumers have to pay the
service charge.” He added, “Countries in
overseas experienced that the voucher is not

always an effective way of enhancing social service. Thus, the
voucher system might bring many side effects. Even the government
points out the lack of social service suppliers will make the service
incomplete and thus, illegal service can be used.” 

Professor Ji said, “Many welfare states do not adopt the voucher
system because they question whether it is a desirable system.” He
also indicated the new voucher system in Korea will cause additional
problems not found in any other countries. First, the service costs may
rapidly increase because profit-making corporations will be trying to
get back their investment funds. Second, the service suppliers choose
the service demanders; that is to say, the suppliers can encourage the
richer demanders to pay much more service costs. Then, the service
users are divided into consumers with high and low purchasing power.
As a result, the poorer demanders will feel a sense of alienation. Third,
voucher services are so restrictive that they do not satisfy all individual
needs. 

For example, even though an old citizen, who receives seniorcare
vouchers, requires more important care service, one has to use only
seniorcare service vouchers. Therefore, voucher services for basic life
like food, clothing, and shelter will be more used, but if other voucher
services are not consumed, the economic effectiveness of the voucher
services is really limiting. 

“Concerning the social service program, welfare pundits asserted
the government has to become more responsible for the service.
However, there is a possibility that the current reorganization tends to
prevent people in poverty from having an access to the service,”
Professor Nam said. “The government plans to enlarge private social
services and let the service consumers pay the service costs.” He also
pointed out that people will bear financial burden unless public
responsibility for the social service is strengthened. The government
also must not blame the public responsibility on private profit-making
corporations.

maga723@hufs.ac.kr

Welfare pundits gather 
for advanced social service

Nam Ki-cheol delivers a speech about
controversial issue on Korean social service.
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In-depth 25

Aman hooks a young female walker’s hand and takes her to the edge of
the street of Myong-dong. Suddenly, the man starts to explain a pink
colored card to the lady. Showing her a couple of posters of

performances including a musical and a concert on tables, he tells that all these
services will be free with this card. She watches him with suspicion. 

He says that this special card will be given to only 80 people and she got really
lucky chance to see all performances on Daehakno for free. According to him, the
services that company offer are not only performances at theater but also movies.
Then he asks how many times she goes to a theater a month. “Yeah, at least you
just go to a theater or cinema once in a month, right? Even if you haven’t seen
any performances or musicals, you’ve seen many posters like these. We offer you
all kinds of performances for free. All you have to do is just go to the web site and
book a ticket.” Since that moment she has started to listen to him and ask back.
He says “No worry,” and keeps explaining how to use, adding that, it does not
cost at all. Explaining again how to join the web site, he makes the lady write her
name and telephone number on application. Then he asks for 20,000 won as a
fund to support theaters which provide performances for six months. 

Unwillingly she pays 20,000 won, and goes back home. She connects to the
web site and tries to join. To be a member of the web site, however, is too
complicated. Contrary to him, the web site offers not all performances on
Daehakno, but few performances and even those were on a first-come-first-served
basis. The receipt read, “No refund.”

By  Kwon Eun-jung
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Good
benefit in
disguise

v
Culture card lures 
and cheats people

By  Hwang Kyeong-mi
Reporter of  The Argus

Nowadays, as people’s interests and
number of cultural services
increase, many kinds of cards are

coming up. These cards seem really useful.
However, these cards are becoming
increasingly problematic due to the sales-
pitches of a company offering the card. Why
are culture cards going wrong?

Culture card’s original meaning
“Culture Card” was made for two reasons;

they offer more performances at lower prices,
and to promethean abundant cultural life. If a
person goes to see a movie, one will pay a
fixed price, but when one gathers many
people, about 30 or more, it is possible to see
it for a lower price. Culture card has the same
principle. To qualify for the promotion, one
should pay a joining fee, a monthly fee and
other fees to the card issuers. Fees vary
between companies and the provided
performances also differ.

What is the problem?
“Culture card” marketers advertise that

members can use this card almost
everywhere, including concerts and movies,
because they need impressive sales-pitches to
attract members. Instead of giving
information on the card, the marketers are
only trying to get people to join, saying they
can check out the details on the net. 

For example, on Korea Customer Agency
web page, one customer with ID “ksj247”
wrote a complaint about the culture card.
While in Myeong-dong a culture card
representative approached and asked her to
join. “ksj247” doubted the card and said she
didn't have enough money to join. This led to
the salesman to shout, “I’ll give you a
discount, 10,000 won not 20,000 won.” She
thought it was a good chance to join since it
was half price and only for her. However,
latter she learned from the card’s webpage
that there are two kinds of memberships. Six
month membership gives members services
and three month membership only gives
access to movie previews. Since “ksj247”
was never sufficiently informed about the

culture card, even though it cost 10,000 won
she insists that she is a victim of fraud. She
asked for an apology but the company
refused. These hawkers continue their dodgy
card-sale practices on the streets. 

The explanation is that members know that
the card qualifies members to a limited
number of cultural events. However with
closer inspection, contrary to the explanation,
actual free performances are less than 10 and
discounted shows are between 10 and 20. 

Moreover, the registration fee includes a
supporting charge for theaters so members
can receive discounts or special rewards. The
advertisers point to posters that claim, “our
company supports this performance that
members can enjoy.” However it is not true,
there is no support and the registration fee
gives nothing.

The members have to pay a cost, part of
which contains a levy to support theaters that
provide the performances. However, there is
a possibility that this is not true. For example,
the corporation says that it gives members a
50 percent discount on the famous musical
“Nonsense.” Changjohall where “Nonsense”



is performed said that “discounting is not for
the members, but for the playhall
advertisement.”

The salespersons do not explain details of
the card that they sell. To see a movie at a
discount, one has to go through complicated
process to be approved as a member and
moreover a reservation on the web. Most
people purchasing culture cards don’t know
about this process. When members regret
joining and call for a refund the company
refuses. In case of a refund, after the process
of registration, the new members are not able
to contact the person in charge. One of the
new members, ID “Doldmin,” said “even
though I got connected to the customer
service people, the company delay day after
day making the customer tired and give up
trying.” Members receive a receipt when
purchasing the culture card that states on the
back, “This is nonrefundable because the
registration fee is used for service

maintenance.” However, people didn’t have
a chance to see the contract details because
they are rushed and distracted when making
the purchase on a busy street. The card that
people do not know how to use remains
a burden in member’s purses. 

Problems in contents
As mentioned above, the

firm hawks the cards on
the road just to gain more
members. According to
the SBS program “Trick,”
the number of the
distributed cards is 50
thousand. In other words, the
number of the members exceeds
that of the performances. However,
in spite of this situation, the company
promotes the cards with special events,
inviting only than from 50 to 100 to people.
In fact, they collect everyday, members
steadily. The fact that there are insufficient
performances to cater for the large number of
members means that culture card is nothing
but a waste of money.

The service isn’t distinguishable from any
other sites who offer the same benefits for
members and nonmembers alike. Two
promoted benefits the card provides are free
tickets and discounts. Although members
want free invitations, they are very difficult
to get. Too many members are signed-up on

the streets. To use a skillful discount
service, the members have to

check the information for
following reasons.

First, they

could already qualify for similar discounts
for ticketing as non-members on the website
such as Inter Park. Second, many
performance applicants can get a discount

through free sites or internet cafes. If
one uses SKT or KTF

membership card and a
credit card, one can see

performance at a
special price. For
instance, the musical
“Nonsense” is
reduced by half.
However the price is

similar even when
purchased through the

Internet.
As a result, there are

exaggerations and false claims in the
marketing process. There is no reason to pay
and sign up for a card when there are no
merits or advantages. Therefore the cards
original aim of increasing peoples’ cultural
activities is not present. It is no more than a
lie.

The way resuscitate 
Culture card

Originally the main idea of the Culture
Card, was to offer a variety of performances
for a low price and induct public interest
toward them. It was to raise the quality of
performances and give chances to up and
coming performers. If applied properly, this
foundation will make ultimately accelerate
Korea’s cultural performances. From this
prospect, Culture Card must really pay
attention to Cultural service. Therefore,
gathering members is not the current
problem. 

People interested in such thing as plays or
musicals have heard about the “Sarang
Ticket.” which its effects are practical, the
culture ticket is just ostentatious. Culture
Card companies just recruit new members. It
will be hard for them to refute the criticism
that their goal is pure profiteering. In the past,
“c” company issued cards that have no
benefits for Korean culture, only blind
commercialism. Prevention of sham cards
and through suitable advertisements the
number of people who enjoy culture will
increase. 

natsu@hufs.ac.kr
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By  Hwang Kyeong-mi
Reporter of  The Argus

Park Kun-woong chose a way of
comic book artist after graduating
Hongik University. Though most

people pursuit profit and power in society, he
has his own beliefs. He uses friendly media
as a source to express the past. He makes
people throw out the prejudice of comics that
they are easy and light. He draws comics, but
not an ordinary one; it expresses our lives,
our feelings and lamentations. Let’s meet
him and listen to what he is doing. 

Reporter (R): With many possible
routes available to you after graduation,
why did you choose your path as a
comic artist? 

Park Kun-woong (Park): Becoming a
comic artist wasn’t my dream. Though, I just
used to do doodling comics in my notebook
as a way of killing time. Anyway, when I
majored in painting, I felt boundaries and
limitations in drawings. The work couldn’t
represent descriptive construction. It was at
that time “comics” crossed my mind and I
started to draw the occasional comic. 

R: Your works were spot light in other
countries, how did you feel about that?
And which comics do you like most? 

Park: Whether it was from Korea or
elsewhere, the country which I received a
spot light from wouldn’t matter. Some
subjects such as policy and history are getting
a lot of attention in the whole world
nowadays. I draw human’s formal value and
I think that touches people’s heart. Where,
the origin of cartoons or comics are, it is not
important. I just like every good work. My
favorite cartoon is Art Spiegelman’s
“Mouse.” 

Great work doesn’t lose the rhythm, and it
keeps to the story that it really wants to tell. 

R: It seems that this work needs an
interest in history to draw historical
paintings. Did you like history when you
were young? 

Park: As a matter of fact, I did not like
history back in my school days. But as I
entered the university, I took part in the
student movement and I deeply was
impressed by the student movement. The
experiences motivated me to draw about
history. Those experiences taught me a lot of
the historical backgrounds behind stories that
I couldn’t learn in my high school classes. 

R: In terms of articulating history,
what are the difficulties and
advantages?

Park: A comic is just like a universe.
However people’s appetites have declined.
Prejudice makes comics nothing but kid’s
toy, so cartoons are treated contemptuously. 

If the public was still captured by such
kind of prejudice, there couldn’t be any new
forms comics. It’s true that people tend to
treat cartoon as familiar thing in contrast to
history. 

And most people handle history as it is not
their business. There is no specific reason for
using Korea contemporary history as a
subject matter. Subject and genre aren’t as
important as people’s attitudes. 

R: Your first work “Flower, vol.1”
doesn’t look like a comic because it
contains so few words. Why do you use
various effect and alternative technique
in your work? 

Park: My first work “Flower” has few
words in first volume. Vol. 1 is starting line
in my stories and I thought few words can
help people imagine more things than
reading words. As people change their
clothes, an art also needs to change their
clothes, effects or techniques because of the
subject matter, “long term prisoners under
during the era of Japanese imperialism.” I

The blossom of
history
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thought woodcut painting technique would be very effective to
express the penetrating pain. For example in “Nogunri story,” I used
Calligraphy techniques to show the sorrow spreading. But I don’t
think that I’m special because of this unique technique. I just choose
the best technique for a certain subject. The concept of personality is
neither a subject matter nor character but a person’s thought. 

R: When you paint your work, aren’t you sad? 
Park: What a happy work I do. It is a way to resolve my feelings.

Funeral directors aren’t scared of corpses because they think that they
are leading souls to heaven. Therefore they believe ghosts do not hurt
them. As the funeral director does, I console their grief and sadness
through my drawings. And I never thought my works give people sad
feelings. Looking at the end of the story, dead people gather and have
a party, I regard that “The death” could be more beautiful than “The
lives.”

R: What is your philosophy and what dreams? 
Park: Actually, I don’t have my own philosophy not like other

famous people. I just think creators are as same as shaman. As a
shaman links dead people to the living, I link my readers to history by
my work. Also just showing my work has meaning and I feel
fulfillment. Also, in my capitalism mind, my dream is to buy a
building and open a comic cafe. However, I want to talk about good
mind for cartoons rather than commercial things, good books sell a lot.
Do you think the best seller is made in the short time? No, it isn’t.
Good books continue to sell in the long term. I’d just be happy with
my workplace for creating new works. 

R: Would you give some advice for HUFSans? 
Park: Students who study foreign studies are great. 
Not just speaking foreign language, learning other culture is

important. From this students are open to other countries and will feel
the connection between them. I think
students have to see more and keep
thinking. So, experiencing many
things will help your mind
become deeper and wider. 

Experience as much as
you can, then you’ll learn
a lot from it.

natsu@hufs.ac.kr

Apiece of a picture sometimes tells more than ten
sentences. Blossoms are scattered in the wind. And
seeds fly to a mountain, a hill, and an old man’s hand.

The man who clapped in a prison, smiles watching the seeds.
Suddenly, the old man thinks back on the past of him.

It is the beginning of Park Kun-woong’s comic book “Flower
vol1.” The first issue of this book, has very few word as if it
doesn’t need any translation for exportation to another country.
Readers might have wonders what technique is used, why this
book has few word and why he choose the contents as comic
book, for telling about Korean overall modern history such as
Japanese imperialism, liberation and the Korean War, by a life of
prisoner of conscience. Jaeng-cho, who loved his landlord’s
daughter but should be drafted.

As previously stated, however, his comics can tell a lot of
things which a novel cannot. It takes time a lot to read and turn
every pages. The reason why this book moves people’s heart
could be each episodes which we have seen in many dramas or
movies, the pain of division, parting of people’s and unexpectable
death of a comrade. People are moved by his expression at each
scenes and episodes. In this book, instead of using many speeches,
using woodcut technique, this technique inscribes not only each
lines, but also the spirits and regret of Korea. Spaces between each
scenes gives reader chances to imagine, each scenes shows
shocking events of pasts.

In this book, the flower does not say about the hope neither a
tragedy of scattering after full bloom for a moment in a season.
Flower blooms in any season. All the people who died in history
smile at the last page of the book. What we would do is that not to
see a flower as just a flower. The artist requests people think the
past. Leaf and roots. And it means not only the past, also thinking
of a fruit after a flower falling and new seed the fruit would bring.
Park draws happiness of people, even after they die. Park
expresses his sorrow at people’s, death through his book and
hopes their happiness.

ane1213@hufs.ac.kr

Turning point from
tragedy to happiness
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By  Kwon Eun-jung
Editor of  The Argus
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By  Kwon Eun-jung
Editor of The Argus

Awoman kisses a man in front of her boyfriend. It is not a scene of a movie. It is just a scene of a show program on
cable TV. Other guests are shouting and the boyfriend looks puzzled a lot. This program is on the air 7 p.m. when all
family members gather and have dinner. Since 1995, with opening 30 channels, some cable TV broadcasting stations

have attempted new media and multi-channel formats. This was an aftereffect other than the three major broadcasting systems
people regularly are used to watching. Now, the number of cable TV programs became huge and televiewers choose a
program of their own favor among 30 to 80 channels. Increase in numerous, however, does not mean diversity. The contents
are too insufficient compared to the number of channels. Furthermore as to quality, it gets worse, cable TV broadcasting is
called a nudity and a violence producing center. 

It has been twelve years since the opening of cable TV broadcasting with many people’s affection. Despite the importance of
new media and diversified contents, cable TV did not take the role of an ideal broadcasting when it was supposed to at the
beginning. 

In 2006, some programs such as “Cheaters,” “Jerry Springer Show” and so on were in trouble because it’s over the line
contents. Eventually the programs were cut off air. However owing to a high audience rating, these kinds of shows brought
other similar programs in Korea. For example, a reenactment program, which shows a fake acting as if it is real, “Dokgo
Young-jae’s scandal on the spot” reports a spot of adultery as if it is real. The show creates scenes with minimum mosaic and
small subtitle of “reenactment.” On another show, “Cho Jeong-rin’s spinning blind date,” the players almost fight each other
and foul another calling them names. Most of these situations are directed after shooting, and many of the unexpected narration
have made contestants of the show come with a bad image. 

Audience ratings become higher day by day, whether these situations are directed or not. After a program ends, plenty of
condemnations come up on inter net bulletin board system of the program. The nature of the mass, however, the more a
program become violent and nudity gets off line, the more people watch. “Dokgo Young-jae’s scandal on the spot,” a Korean
version “Cheaters,” has maintained its audience rating at three percent of whole ratings since it first came on air this January.
Also, “Cho Jeong-rin’s spinning blind date” accedes as one of the long going programs as it has lasted two years though it has
been faced criticism and penalty was given several times. Once it gets a penalty, the experience gives knowledge to avoid
limitations the next time. The more severe problem is that there is a lot of similar new programs following.

These brutalities of cable TV broadcastings would bring thoughtless values and wrong ideology from foreign countries to
televiewers, especially to easy excited twenties who go nuts on showbiz trend. In comparison to national broadcastings, the
cable TV broadcastings have lots of channels, more possibilities to use contents and less restrictions from the Press Arbitration
Commission. By using these merits, cable TV should give people something specialized and instructive. Some may say that it
is just a show program for killing time at the most, what could you possibly get something from that? If someone makes a
program, however, the person should have responsibility for what he or she makes and its influence. Not only for the TV
program director also the most important thing in a job, is pride. People should know for sure what they make, and what
outcomes it will bring. Instead of programs to only make profit and high audience rating, specialized programs that gives good
impact are really needed. 

It is time to change today’s cable TV which makes people frown. No televiewer wants to watch offending shows, rather
something useful for them. To come again as a true media people long for, the problems of nudity and violence should be
reconsidered and solved. Otherwise, cable TV can never shake off its dishonor as a yellow media and viewers will avert their
eyes from the screen.

ane1213@hufs.ac.kr

Yellow tide 
on screen
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Every college student may want to get a
good job. Some students begin to prepare
TOEIC from their freshman days. Others

take time off from school for preparing job
application. They seem to believe that their
diligence will deserve success in near future. Very
few, however, know the fact that Fortune would be
satisfied with practical wisdom not with blind
endeavor. They are marching steadily without
pause, but they do not have any guide. 

What is the best way to get a good job? Some
would answer that they need to be equipped with
foreign language ability? especially English,
license, GPA, internship and etc. Others would say
that diplomas from highly competitive schools
would still work even in 21st century. Most of
these may be some of secondary conditions which
may help the applicants get a good job, but none of
them are not the essential requirements for that. 

What is the primary and indispensable condition
for the success in getting a good job? It is to be a
good worker. Is not it too much simple and evident
truth? Yes, but it is what most applicants miss in
their job preparation. What is the best way to
anticipate the questions in exams? It is to suppose
that we are the question-giver and to anticipate
what he or she would give as the questions. 

Likewise, the best way to expect interviewers’
intention is to suppose that we are the interviewers. 

Ask yourself these questions: what kinds of
applicants do you like to employ as finalists if you
are a CEO? A good worker. This would be your
answer to the question. What then is the meaning
of a “good” worker? That would be a person who
makes good achievements in their tasks. What then
are the basic requirements for that? How can he or
she make good business results? 

Achievements come from the problem solving.
Every task in business is composed of two
elements, reality and ideal situation. Task is
problem-solving process. Problem solving is
transition from real state to ideal one. Good
achievement is good problem-solving activity
which turns problematic state into ideal one. 

What does the problem-solving ability
comprise? It may contain licenses, foreign
language abilities, GPA, internship or something
like these tangible stuffs, but these are at most
peripheral components. The core of the problem-

solving ability lies in creativity, critical faculty,
expressiveness and adaptability. Knowledge or
grade such as GPA or TOEIC does not reflect the
real potentiality in taking business tasks. Simple
experience as a part-timer at McDonalds for three
months does not guarantee the ability as a
computer engineer. Career is not what we have
experienced but how we have worked and
achieved. 

How can we come to have problem-solving
abilities? The key might be found in liberal
education such as core curricula. Ironically
speaking, liberal education for freshmen and
sophomore is closer to job preparation than courses
for majors in third and fourth grade. Recently
compulsory courses of liberal education in first and
second year have been revived in most of major
colleges in this country. The core curricula, so
called, “Thinking and Expression” provide not
only necessary abilities for college life such as
taking classes and getting good grades but also
competences in job application. “Thinking”
comprises critical thinking, creativity, practical
wisdom, and “Expression” does communication
skills such as writing, presentation, leadership.
These abilities are nothing else than the
competence that business owners want from job
applicants. The lack of these basic competences is
what hinders you from getting a job. 

Most CEOs I know do not simply want a college
graduate with 900 in TOEIC or one year study
abroad at ESL centers. They want any person who
can freely communicate in English on his or her
business matters. What they prefer is not five
licenses related to his or her major or internship
experiences at a distinguished company. They
would hire the person who can handle and solve
any kinds of given tasks with their incorporated
competences in creative thinking and effective
communication. 

Athletes cannot expect good results without
basic physical strength. Likewise, you as a job
seeker cannot expect a good job without the basic
abilities. It is time for you to step back and to
restore your problem-solving competence before
you study TOEIC or get licenses. That is the best
way to sell yourself in highly competitive job
market.

Sweet job landing

Yi Jin-nam
- Vice president of Writing

Education Society
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With globalization taking its
speed it has become easier to
spot couples which have

different nationalities. In fact I have noticed even in Korea it’s not
uncommon to find them on the street. As many Koreans go abroad to
stretch out their dreams and plans more and more foreigners come to
korea the purpose to work, study or other various reasons, there’s no
with that there happens to be more contacts between them which
eventually creat more “international couples” than ever before. Seeing
the uprising phenomenon, I’d like to draw attention on some of the
barriers you will have to face having a foreign partener, especially if
you’re seriously considering the marriage.

First of all as all of you could imagine, the barrier of language could
be a problem; a huge one. No matter how well you speak the
language, it’s never going to be the same as your mother language in
expressing your deep thoughts, emotions and opinions. The
relationship between the married is very much intimate but it’s also so
delicate that a small misunderstanding, probably by language
problem, could result in discord.

Second, the cultural differances. I also think love could embrace
everything but the marriage is a reality which is not always the same
how we feel it like to be. This barrier might surface in a way easy to
recognize such as food, clothes and language but also in tiny matters
which are complicated to describe with words. So sometimes you
could offend your partner without intending it, or vice versa, just
because of this difference of culture and the situation gets even worse
if you two don’t find a way out to dissolve the misunderstanding.

Therefore it would be always good to have habits to have deep
conversations. 

Finally, last but non least, the barrier of the family. Unless all of
your family member speak the language which your partner does, it
will be very hard for your family to build a relationship with him or
her which is not something minor. For instance, whenever there’s a
family gathering, the atmosphere could be conditioned by your
partner due to the fact that he or she can’t be sufficiently absorbed
with the air simply because your partner don’t speak well Korean.
And with that happening over and over, the stress will be accumulated
and could bring about somthing dislikable for which your family
could oppose strongly the relationship especially if your family put
lots of importance on the harmony of the family members and the
tight bond one another.

Regardless of all these barriers, however, I positively believe that
international couples could be successful in their relationship even
though at times there will be small problems as anyone does, on the
condition that you and your partner give deep thought on all the bad
possibilities and you two meet some sort of accordance.

As you all well aware of, if you know your enemy and know
yourself, you win 100 times out of 100 battles. So know yourself well
and your enemy which could be your partner, the marriage and all the
barriers that it brings behind and wou will be satisfied whatever your
decision will be.

Ko Myung-jin (I-04)

Han Gyu-hyun
Cartoonist

of The Argus

International couples, 
would you like to be one of them?
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